Plexiform neurofibroma of the pelvis: CT and MRI findings.
We present a case of plexiform neurofibroma of the pelvis in a patient with neurofibromatosis using magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) with computed tomography (CT) correlation. We discovered an extensive pelvic mass with a slightly greater signal intensity than muscle in T1-weighted images and a marked increased signal intensity in T2-weighted images. Multiple hypointense septations were identified throughout the tumor, particularly in the T2-weighted images. The MR appearance of pelvic plexiform neurofibroma is identical to those found in spinal and paraspinal locations. In the presence of an extensive pelvic mass in a patient with neurofibromatosis, MRI is recommended in evaluating and diagnosing plexiform neurofibroma. Since the MRI appearance of this tumor is characteristic, other lesions can possibly be ruled out. In addition, MRI's multiplanar capability is ideally suited to demonstrate the extension of these large tumors.